
                Direct Dial 202-887-2248

August 14, 2001

Ms. Lauren Kravetz
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  Notice of Ex Parte Communication
      ET Docket No. 01-14

Dear Ms. Kravetz:

During our meeting on August 3, 2001, you asked for clarification
regarding Department of Justice (DOJ) jurisdiction over spectrum swaps.  A spectrum
license is considered an asset, and a swap of spectrum would be treated as an acquisition
of assets.  Therefore, the parties would be required to make a Hart-Scott-Rodino (�HSR�)
filing if the transaction exceeds the pre-merger notification thresholds.

The HSR filing threshold was recently increased from $15 million to $50
million.  As a result, many transactions, particularly for bare spectrum licenses, would
fall below the HSR filing threshold.  In Auction #35, for example, 350 of the 422
broadband PCS licenses were sold for less than $50 million.

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

Robert S. Koppel
Vice President, Wireless Regulatory Affairs

cc:  Jeffrey Steinberg
John Branscome
Secretary�s Office (by electronic filing)


